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September 8th, 2019 
Count it all Joy 
James 1:2-11 

 
BIBLE IN A YEAR READING PLAN 
Sept 1 Ezekiel 9-12  Sept 5 Ezekiel 21-22 
Sept 2 Ezekiel 13-15  Sept 6 Ezekiel 23-24 
Sept 3 Ezekiel 16-17  Sept 7 Ezekiel 25-27 
Sept 4 Ezekiel 18-20  Sept 8 Ezekiel 28-30 
  
Lesson Introduction: The opening content of James’ 
letter deals with the subject of facing trails in the 
Christian life. As we saw last week, James is writing to 
the twelve tribes of the Dispersion. This was a reference 
to Jewish Christians who had been dispersed to different 
parts of the world due to persecution (Acts 8:1-4, 11:19). 
James does not waste any time getting to the difficulties 
of the Christian life and giving these persecuted 
Christians some solid truths to hold onto as they faced 
these difficult times. As we study this passage today, 
may we be encouraged and strengthened to endure the 
trials of various kinds that we face each day with 
confidence! 
 
FOUNDATIONAL TRUTHS OF THE PASSAGE:  
 

• Trials are meant to produce Christlikeness in us (V. 
2-4) 
 

• True wisdom comes from God (V. 5-8) 
 

• God is the only true sustenance in the midst of our 
trials (V. 9-11) 

 
James 1:2-11 (ESV) 
 
2 Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of 
various kinds, 3 for you know that the testing of your 
faith produces steadfastness. 4 And let steadfastness 
have its full effect, that you may be perfect and 
complete, lacking in nothing. 
 
5 If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives 
generously to all without reproach, and it will be given 
him. 6 But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for the 
one who doubts is like a wave of the sea that is driven 
and tossed by the wind. 7 For that person must not 
suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord; 8 he 
is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways. 
 

9 Let the lowly brother boast in his exaltation, 10 and the 
rich in his humiliation, because like a flower of the grass 
he will pass away. 11 For the sun rises with its scorching 
heat and withers the grass; its flower falls, and its beauty 
perishes. So also will the rich man fade away in the midst 
of his pursuits. 
 
 
Discussion Section 1: Trials of Various Kinds (V. 2-4) 
 
-What types of trials does James have in mind here? 
 
-Why would we count our trials joy? 
 
Note: James dives right into this letter to the churches by 
broaching the subject of trials. There is a common belief 
in the Christian world that being a follower of Christ 
means living a life of prosperity (health and wealth). Yet 
here at the beginning of James, we see a different 
perspective. James assumes that the Christian life will be 
a life filled with “trials of various kinds.” The use of this 
phrase covers the spectrum of trials. Physical trials, 
financial trials, spiritual trials, and on and on we could 
go. The rest of the Bible along with James, affirms that 
Christians will experience all sorts of trials (John 16:33, 2 
Timothy 3:12, 1 Peter 4:12), and that rejoicing should in 
these trials is the proper Christian response (Acts 5:41, 
Romans 5:3-5, 1 Peter 4:12-16). But the idea that we 
would count our trials as joy is a novel one from a 
worldly perspective. This instruction from James may 
seem odd to us, so we should examine how it is that we 
might come to embrace our trials to the point of being 
joyful in them and for them.  
 
James tells us that the reason we should rejoice in our 
trials is because “the testing of your faith produces 
steadfastness.” We see here that when we face these 
tests, we are made more unwavering in our faith. We 
then see that the full effect of steadfastness is 
sanctification! What James is arguing is that those who 
have their faith tested by trials come out stronger on the 
other end. Or, to say it another way, the testing of our 
faith produces in us more and more Christlikeness, until 
the day we meet Him face to face, and are perfected in 
Glory. So, this means that the key to being able to rejoice 
in our sufferings is found in what we value most 
supremely. If knowing God and being made more and 
more into the image of Jesus is the desire of our life, then 
we will rejoice when we face sufferings, because they 
help to achieve that goal (Romans 8:18, Philippians 
3:10-11). Pastor, author, and former IMB President David 
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Platt put it this way in his commentary, Exalting Jesus in 
James: 
 
"A James 1:3 kind of lifestyle, the kind that endures 
because of testing, requires a radically God-centered 
perspective on life.... In trials we experience growth in 
godliness like we could never experience any other way. 
This is not encouraging if your goal is to have a nice, 
easy, carefree life—your best life, as it’s called—with all 
the circumstances going like you have planned. If that’s 
your goal, then trials will never be a joy to you. But 
when you set your sights above the stuff of this world 
and you fix your eyes on God and the knowledge of Him 
and maturity in Him, then trials will be a joy to you 
because they will teach you to know, love, and trust 
Him.” 
 
Discussion Section 2: God’s Wisdom (V. 5-8) 
 
-Where does wisdom come from? 
 
-How does seeking wisdom relate to facing trials? 
 
-Why does James warn us not to doubt? 
 
Note: James moves from counting our trials all joy, to 
exhorting us to seek the wisdom of God. But he is not 
changing subjects at all, for what better time to seek the 
wisdom of God than in a time of trial? In times of 
difficulty, we often feel perplexed, confused, not knowing 
what the next move should be. In other words, we lack 
wisdom. James here reminds us where wisdom really 
comes from. Proverbs 9:10 tells us, “The fear of the Lord 
is the beginning of wisdom, and the knowledge of the 
Holy One is insight,” and James agrees. When we face 
our trials seeking wisdom from any other source than 
God, we are wasting our time, and will be led down a 
path of confusion and frustration. When we seek the 
counsel of worldly friends, we may find someone to 
commiserate with us but we will not find wisdom. But 
when we see the Lord, James guarantees that wisdom 
will be found! 
 
What an incredible promise from God’s word; “If any of 
you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives 
generously to all without reproach, and it will be given 
him.” We have access to a never-ending, overflowing 
fountain of wisdom in the Lord. The One Who holds the 
answers to all of life questions tells us to ask Him for 
wisdom when we are faced with trials, and He will give it 
to us! We can pray to Him when we do not know the 

right decision to make. We can look into His Word to find 
peace, comfort, and wisdom. He will never run out of 
wisdom! Yet, so often, we doubt Him and James gives us 
a solemn warning about this. Do not doubt that God will 
give wisdom. While it may not be the answer we want, it 
will be the wise answer. Do not doubt the One Who has 
created all things and upholds all things by the Word of 
His power (Isaiah 40:12-15, Hebrews 1:3) when you face 
trials. Rather, lean into Him, ask Him for wisdom and He 
will give it generously.  
 
Discussion Section 3: Learning to Lean on Jesus (V. 9-11) 
 
-What do we learn here about the value of earthly goods 
in the face of trials? 
 
-Why should “the lowly brother boast”? 
 
Note: This final section reminds us that no worldly goods 
will satisfy us in the face of trials, but Jesus will! First, 
James says that “the lowly brother boast in his 
exaltation,” and then we see that the rich should rejoice 
in his humiliation. James here is teaching us that, 
whether rich or poor, we have reason to rejoice in our 
trials if we belong to Jesus. If poor, we can rejoice 
because we are pointed to the reality that Christ has 
made us wealthy (2 Corinthians 6:8-10). The lack of 
financial security teaches us to appreciate all the more 
the security we have in Christ! 
 
On the flip side, those who are rich are able to rejoice 
when trials come, because they are reminded that all 
their wealth is not ultimately satisfying, but Jesus is. No 
one has ever found comfort in their bank account when 
they get the news that their life is being threatened with 
some disease. But oh, the comfort of knowing that you 
belong to Jesus! As Americans, most of us are very 
wealthy compared to the rest of the world, and here, 
James reminds us that all our possessions are temporary 
and will shrivel up like the grass in the heat of the sun. It 
is good to be reminded that our possessions are not what 
bring us comfort. This means that we should not take 
pride in them, or store them up, but rather, we should 
spend our time striving to learn more and more how to 
lean on Jesus. Ultimately, we can count it all joy when 
trials come, whether rich or poor, because we know that 
we will be sustained not by what we own in this world, 
but by Jesus the King! 
 


